
TOURNAMENT FORMAT AND RULES
A. Round-Robin Pool Play
1. Play each team once in your pool, rally score.
2. Be sure to record the games won plus the scores and point differential of each game on the official tournament sheet. 

B. Championship Playoff Round
1.  The top two teams from each pool will advance to the playoffs. If there is a tie in pool play, the team that won in head-to-head competition wins the tie breaker. If still tied, the team with the best average point differential (APD) in head-to-head competition wins. If still tied, the team with the best APD overall wins. 

2. Seeding: Based on relative strength; 1st loses, then APD.

3. The championship round will be single-elimination, 1 game to 25, with a point cap at 27(pro division excluded).

C. Specific Rules of Play:  USA Beach Rules of Play govern, with the following clarifications and modifications.
1. The winner of a game of chance chooses side or serve. 
2. Switch sides at each 7 point interval. 

3. Teams get two 60-second time-outs per game.
4. A block counts as a hit.
5. Special “Hands” rules:  Open hand dinks are faults.  Fists, knuckles and rolls are legal.  And hand sets over the net must be done square to the shoulders.
6. Courtesy rule: In the co-ed B and A/B divisions (not A), the male should try to serve the male. If there are complaints about a team, we’ll impose the two-strike rule, whereby the male must serve to the male's side. (The 1st time to the woman is a strike and a replay; 2nd time on the same service attempt is a fault.)
GUIDEINES INTERMEDIATE (B/C & B) DIVISION
Lifts and carries are called, but not tight. The following     standards apply:
1) A player may not play a ball with open hands if the ball is waist high or lower (with the exception of sand digs of hard driven balls).
2) When setting the ball, sets must be made from in front of the player's head and above the chin. To avoid disputes, the serve must be bumped.
ADVANCED/INTERMEDIATE (A/B) DIVISION

Lifts and carries are called tighter. A legal indoor set is a legal outdoor set. The serve must be bumped.
ADVANCED (A) DIVISION
Everything is called tight. For instance, if a player sets the serve, it must be done without holding the ball. With hand sets, the ball should not have more than two rotations.
Remember, we're here to have fun.  Enjoy the tournament.

